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Resolution 1978-15-16 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN FISHING LICENSES 
 
WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced to amend the Dingell Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act to 
extend reciprocal fishing privileges to nonresidents over 62 years of age who hold a valid fishing license 
in their state of residency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the preponderance of nonresidents (81%) fish in only one other state than their own, and 
17% of the remaining 19% fish in only two states; and 
 
WHEREAS, most states have provisions for a short-term license at a reasonable cost; and 
 
WHEREAS, states derive eligibility for D-J funds based, in part, on the number of licenses sold; and 
 
WHEREAS, reciprocal agreements would reduce D-J funds and state license revenues and deprive 
states of badly needed fishery management funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, obtaining information on regulations in other states would be burdensome and distribution of 
regulations would be a direct money loss to the states; and  
 
WHEREAS, the bill proposed would withhold D-J funds from any state not participating; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
at its annual convention at Baltimore, September 13, 1978, opposes any federal legislation that would 
extend reciprocal fishing privileges to nonresidents holding a valid license in their state of residency. 
 
 
Adopted September 13, 1978 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
